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Yogi Adityanath ignores 
NHRC notices, says police 
encounters will continue 
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SPORT 

Cricket 

Men in Blue 
eye 5-1 win, 
last ODI 
against SA 
today in 
Centurion 



Australian model Robyn 
Lawley at the Sports 
Illustrated Swimsuit Issue 
launch party in New York on 
Wednesday. - AP 

You value rape at _ 
^6,500? shocked I 
SC asks MP govt 1 

New Delhi: Is rape worth 
?6,500? That’s how a 
shocked Supreme Court on 
Thursday asked the Madhya 
Pradesh government while 
questioning the state 
whether it was doing a 
“charity” by giving this 
meagre amount to the vic¬ 
tims of sexual assaults. The 
court said it was shocking 
that Madhya Pradesh was 
disbursing ?6,000-?6,500 
only to each rape victim. 

Full report on Page 4 

Rajasthan minister j 

urinates in public ( 

Jaipur: In another case of 
utter embarrassment for the 
BJP government, a picture 
of Rajasthan health minister 
Kalicharan Saraf urinating 
on the walls of the Pink City 
has gone viral. Mr Saraf 
however shrugged it off, 
saying it was “not a big 
issue”. 

Full report on Page 5 

Pak to play Hockey j 

World Cup in India I 

New Delhi: Pakistan’s hock¬ 
ey team will travel to India 
to take part in the World 
Cup at Bhubaneshwar in 
November-December this 
year after getting clearance 
from the Government of 
India, said the Indian 
Olympic Association. 


COUNTERPOINT 



Buy this real one which 
is cheaper than a toy gun! 


WEATHER 



Max: 24.8°C 
Min: ll.6°C 
RH: 73% 

Rainfall: NIL 


Forecast: Moderate fog 


ASTROGUIDE 


Hemalaba: Uttarayana 
Tithi: Phalguna Shuddha 
Padyami till 3.55 am 
(Saturday) 
Star: Dhanishta till 9.39 am 
Varjyam: 5.23 pm to 7.06 pm 
Durmuhurtam: 9.04 am to 
9.49 am; 12.53 pm 
to 1.39 pm 
Rahukalam: 10.30 am to 12 
noon 

SUNSET TODAY 6.12 PM 
SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.58 AM 
M00NRISE TOMORROW 7.52 AM 
M00NSET TODAY 6.41 PM 


Cong targets Modi on Nirav 
link’; ED seizes ?5K-cr gems 


Nirav left India on Jan. 1, his wife St biz partner Choksiflew out on Jan. 6 


AGE CORRESPONDENTS 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 15 


HUNTING FOR DIAMOND KING 



Nirav Modi (in red circle) and PM Narendra Modi along 
with the Indian business delegation at Davos in January. 


ED RAIDS ON 

ED teams on Thursday 
carried out simultane¬ 
ous raids on Nirav 
Modi’s offices, show¬ 
rooms and diamond 
workshops in 
Mumbai, Surat and 
New Delhi. They 
searched his Firestar 
Diamond Pvt Ltd. 
head office in Bharat 
Diamond Bourse, in 
Bandra Kurla Complex 
in Mumbai. 


Guide to looting India by Nirav 
Modi -1. Hug PM Modi 2. Be seen 
with him in DAVOS. Use that 
clout to: A. Steal 12,000 
crore B. Slip out of the 
a ^ country like Mallya, 

Z * •(while the government 
looks the other way 
'mST - Rahul Gandhi, A 
Congress prez W 


PNB said it will take ‘full-capacity’ action against the wrongdoers. This 
fraud started in 2011... our own bank detected it first and sought a probe. 


Fraud likely to be much larger 


^ No one who has sought to 
w derail ordinary banking system 
shall be spared, regardless of any 
individual's stature and status... 
What is this word ‘Chhota 
Modi’? BJP takes strong 
offence to the kind of Ian- 
guage... 

- Ravi Shankar Prasad. ^ a 

Law minister B 


As billionaire jeweller 
Nirav Modi came under 
the lens following a fraud 
of ^11,400 crore with 
PNB, a political slugfest 
between the ruling BJP 
and Congress broke out 
on Thursday while the ED 
carried out simultaneous 
raids on the diamond 
king’s offices, showrooms 
and diamond workshops 
in Mumbai, Surat 
(Gujarat) and New Delhi 
and seized ^5,100 crore 
worth gold and diamond 
jewellery. 

The BJP seethed as the 
Congress not only 
described the fraudster 
“Chhota Modi number 2” 
but also released a group 
photograph of Nirav Modi 
with the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and other 
business honchos during 
last month’s Davos meet. 

Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi, in a tweet, 
said, “Guide to looting 
India by Nirav Modi — 1. 
Hug PM Modi 2. Be seen 
with him in DAVOS. Use 
that clout to: A. Steal 
12,000 crore B. Slip out of 
the country like Mallya, 
while the government 
looks the other way.” 

Union minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad, fielded 
by the saffron camp to 
counter the Congress, 
said, “What is this word 
‘Chhota Modi’? BJP takes 
strong offence to the kind 
of language being used by 
describing someone like 
that. It is derogatory, 
■ Turn to Page 4 


New Delhi, Feb. 15: The 
extent of the fraud in the 
Nirav Modi case may well 
be far larger and the 
malaise may have spread 
to many more banks. 

It is already being 
alleged that Allahabad 
Bank’s exposure to the 
LOU (letter of undertak¬ 
ing is a bank guarantee 
issued for overseas 


30 banks warned 

import payments) scam 
is about ^4,000 crores, 
while Axis Bank will be 
about ^1,000-2,000 crores. 

In a cautionary notice to 
30 public and private 
banks, including Exim 
Bank, State Bank of 
Mauritius, ICICI Bank, 


BoB, Canara Bank, 
Induslnd Bank, OBC, J&K 
Bank, were told on 
February 12 by PNB’s 
international banking 
division that a fraud was 
carried out in collusion 
with the staff at one of our 
branches in Mumbai. 

By arrangement with 
Financial Chronicle 
■ More on Page 5 


Horror in Florida leaves America stunned 



Students hold their hands in the air as they are evacuated by the police from 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, on Wednesday. — AP 


Expelled student opens 
fire in US school, kills 17 

Trump seeks answers; US Indian among 15 hurt 


Parkland (Florida), Feb. 

15: The authorities in 
Florida could offer no 
explanation on 

Wednesday night as to 
why a former student 
armed with an AR-15 
rifle opened fire at a high 
school earlier that day, 
killing at least 17 people 
and injuring 15 others, 
including an Indian- 
American student. 

The 19-year-old suspect 
Nikolas Cruz has been 
charged with 17 counts of 
premeditated murder 
over Wednesday’s deadly 
rampage at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, 
America’s worst school 
shooting since the Sandy 
Hook massacre left 20 



Nikolas Cruz 


children and six teachers 
dead in 2012. 

After a night of ques¬ 
tioning in police cus¬ 
tody, the young man was 
reportedly transferred to 
a local Florida jail early 
on Thursday. 

The school has a large 
number of Indian- 


American students and 
at least one student from 
the community sustained 
minor injures after he 
was hit by splinters. 

President Donald 
Trump demanded to 
know Thursday how a 
“disturbed” former stu¬ 
dent with an obsession 
with firearms slipped 
through the net to sow 
carnage at a Florida high 
school. 

Wednesday’s harrow¬ 
ing shooting spree saw 
terrified students hiding 
in closets and under 
desks as they texted for 
help, while the gunman 
stalked the school with a 
semi-automatic AR-15 
rifle. — AFP 

I More on Page 10 


2IAF wing 

cmdrs killed 
in microlight 
crash in N-E 

AGE CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 15 

Two Indian Air Force 
pilots, both wing com¬ 
manders, were killed as 
their microlight aircraft 
crashed soon after tak¬ 
ing off from the Jorhat 
airbase on Thursday 
morning. 

“Two pilots, Wg Cdr J. 
James and Wg Cdr D. 
Vats, sustained fatal 
injuries. A court of 
inquiry has been ordered 
to ascertain the cause of 
the accident,” an IAF 
press release said. 

The microlight aircraft 
Virus SW 80, manufac¬ 
tured by Slovenia’s 
Pipistral, crashed near 
Darbar Chapori, a sand 
bar in the Brahmaputra, 
in Majuli riverine island 
near Jorhat around 12 
noon. The crash site is 
accessible only by boat. 

The aircraft, used by 
the IAF for environmen¬ 
tal monitoring including 
missions to prevent bird 
hits and weather recon¬ 
naissance, was on a rou¬ 
tine sortie. 

Made of state-of-the-art 
composite materials, the 
aircraft is lightweight 
and known as one of the 
most robust and fastest 
aircraft (260 kmph) in its 
range with a capability 
to operate upto 15,000 
feet altitude. 

The pilots attempted 
an emergency landing 
but the aircraft crashed 
in a sand bar in the 
northern part of the dis¬ 
trict, Tezpur-based 
defence spokesman Lt. 
Col. Harshvardhan 
Pande said. 

The IAF procured 
around 80 Slovenian-ori- 
gin microlight aircraft 
about three years ago. 
With Thursday’s crash, 
the IAF has lost 11 pilots, 
25 aircraft and four heli¬ 
copters since 2014. 



China objects to PM in Arunachal 


Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi arrives 
to inaugurate the 
Dorjee Khandu state 
convention centre and 
lay the foundation stone 
of the academic block 
of the Tomo Riba 
Institute of Health & 
Medical Sciences in 
Itanagar, Arunachal 
Pradesh, on Thursday. 

-PTI 


Beijing: China on 
Thursday voiced its 
“firm opposition” to the 
visit of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to 
Arunachal Pradesh, 
which it claims as part 
of south Tibet, and said 
it would lodge a diplo¬ 
matic protest with 
India. “China’s position 


on the China-lndia 
boundary question is 
consistent and clear- 
cut,” said Chinese for¬ 
eign ministry 
spokesperson Geng 
Shuang in response to 
reports that Mr Modi 
visited Arunachal 
Pradesh on Thursday. 

L More on Page 2 


Oz PM bars ministers from 
sex with colleagues, staffers 


Sydney, Feb. 15: 

Australia’s Prime 

Minister Malcolm 

Turnbull imposed a for¬ 
mal ban on sex between 
ministers and their staff 
on Thursday after his 
deputy made “a shocking 
error of judgement” by 
having an affair that left 
an aide pregnant and the 
government reeling. 

Mr Turnbull announced 
the amendment to the 
ministerial code of con¬ 
duct at an extraordinary 
press conference during 
which he slammed deputy 
Barnaby Joyce for caus¬ 
ing “terrible hurt and 
humiliation” to his wife 
and four children. 


I Dy PM Barnaby 
Joyce, 50, has been 
under immense 
pressure to resign 
since his affair with 
former media advi¬ 
sory Vikki Campion, 
33, who is now 
pregnant with their 
child, became 
public last week 


“Barnaby made a shock¬ 
ing error of judgement in 
having an affair with a 
young woman working in 
his office,” he said. 

“In doing so, he has set 


off a world of woe for 
those women and 
appalled all of us. Our 
hearts go out to them. It 
has been a dreadful thing 
for them to go through in 
the glare of publicity.” 

Mr Joyce, 50, has been 
under immense pressure 
to resign since his affair 
with former media advi¬ 
sory Vikki Campion, 33, 
who is now pregnant with 
their child, became public 
last week. 

It has led to allegations 
that he breached ministe¬ 
rial rules, with the crisis 
dominating the front 
pages and parliament 
question time. — AFP 
■ More on Page 10 


Regional parties, 
Left in parleys to 
set up 3rd front 


SREEPARNA 

CHAKRABARTY 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 15 

Putting another spanner 
into the Congress’ 
dreams of a unified 
Opposition and forming a 
grand alliance for the 
2019 Lok Sabha polls, a 
section of regional 
satraps and the Left par¬ 
ties have begun parleys 
to cobble up a “third 
front”. The parties which 
have begun talks include 
the Bahujan Samaj Party, 
Janata Dal (Secular), 
Rashtriya Lok Dal, Biju 
Janata Dal, the Left par¬ 
ties and Trinamul 
Congress. The first such 
experiment is likely to be 
tried out in the coming 
crucial Lok Sabha 
bypolls in three Uttar 
Pradesh seats — Kairana, 
Phulpur and Gorakhpur. 

It is learnt either RLD 


) The parties which 
have begun talks 
include the Bahujan 
Samaj Party, Janata 
Dal (Secular), 
Rashtriya Lok Dal, 
Biju Janata Dal, the 
Left parties and 
Trinamul Congress 

chief Ajit Singh or his son 
Jayant Chowdhary will 
be made the front’s candi¬ 
date from Kairana, with 
the BSP’s help. The seat 
had fallen vacant after 
the death of BJP MP 
Hukum Singh. 

The seeds for this 
alliance were sown with 
the coming together of 
the BSP and Janata Dal 
(Secular), led by former 
Prime Minister H.D. 
Deve Gowda, in 
Karnataka. Mr Deve 
■ Turn to Page 4 


Local ‘sleepers’ had 
role in Sunjwan hit? 


RAJNISH SHARMA 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 15 

In a new twist to the probe 
into the terror attack on 
Jammu’s Sunjwan Army 
camp last week, intelli¬ 
gence agencies, in a classi¬ 
fied report to the Centre, 
have said that the mili¬ 
tants involved in the inci¬ 
dent may well have 
received help from a local 
sleeper cell in terms of 
logistics and information 
regarding the layout of 
the camp. 

According to the report, 
details of which have 
been examined by this 
newspaper, the intelli¬ 
gence agencies have also 


not ruled out the possibil¬ 
ity of the terror module, 
which executed the 
attack in which six 
Armymen and one civil¬ 
ian were killed, being in 
that area for some days 
before the February 10 
incident. “It is also possi¬ 
ble that the terror module 
may have carried out a 
recee or survey of the 
Army camp with help of 
some local support,” the 
report said. 

The National 

Investigation Agency 
(NIA) is likely to be for¬ 
mally handed over the 
case for detailed investi¬ 
gations. 

■ More on Page 2 



Hassan Rouhani 


Iran Prez at 
Hyd prayers 
today; talks 
with PM Sat 

AGE CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI, FEB. 15 

With Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani begin¬ 
ning his visit to India 
from Hyderabad on 
Thursday, Indian gov¬ 
ernment sources have 
said that New Delhi has 
recently allowed invest¬ 
ment in Indian rupees in 
Iran that is likely to 
boost its economy 
despite sanctions. 
Currently, India allows 
this facility only in 
Nepal and Bhutan. 

Sources said invest¬ 
ment in rupees will not 
violate US sanctions on 
Iran since the transac¬ 
tion will not be in dol¬ 
lars. The Indian move 
will hugely help the 
Iranian economy as it 
will draw in more Indian 
investment into Iran. If 
an Indian businessman 
wants to invest a certain 
amount in rupees, he can 
deposit the money in the 
bonafide Iranian 

account in one of the 
Indian banks and the 
equivalent amount of 
Iranian rials will then be 
released for the venture 
in Iran, sources said. 

India is also playing a 
major role in the opera¬ 
tionalisation of the 
Chabahar port in Iran. 
Government sources 
said the Chabahar port 
has already been opera¬ 
tionalised and is expect¬ 
ed to reach full capacity 
in the coming months. 

■ More on Page 4 



















































